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Editor’s Whatsit's 
 
 
My daily cycle along the ‘cut’’ to my place of work, allows my mind 
to wonder on many a topic. On the wild life, how many chicks have 
survived of my adopted pair of mallards this morning, is it three 
bundles of fluffy characters, or has nature simply removed one with 
out question. The cunning heron, who awaits till the last second of 
approach, before leaping effortless air bound squawking in protest  
of disturbance, my ponderance of why geese swim in lines, as if to 
mimic our ability to form naturally into a queue without any com-
mand from a higher authority. 
The hole formed just below the fence line, that’s become the badg-
ers night time run, his access highway in search of food. 
Whilst overhead the sky has tattered windblown clouds, illuminated 
by the moon, starring at it you felt as if you were staring into a 
swiftly moving dark stream in which broken light was reflected and  
Yet beneath all our feet on the towpath, is possible the most ad-
vanced communications system in the world. That allows us to 
communicate instantly around the world, to share the photogra-
phy's on the front cover and opposite by the author who never in 
his wildest dream would believe that they could be seen across the 
globe. That allows this magazine to be compiled, researched al-
most anywhere in the world , well Selly Oak, yet the 300 year old 
towpath is extensively used to carry fibre optics that makes up the 
“Superhighway” across UK and the globe. Carrying commences, 
speech, TV lines, means for Governments to govern, and a virus 
that antibiotics have no effect on. So just ponder this thought next 
time you drive in that mooring pin , lump hammer, in hand, you 
could be about to severe the worlds communications on the Dudley 
No2. 
 
Now that is a thought ! 
  
 Cheers Jeff.    Email: jcarter999@Gmail.com 
  
 Front cover photography: Coombeswood tube works by canal, 
1987 
Taken by Robin Webster @ copyright acknowledged. 



 
Remember this ?  
 
How about submitting a photo taken in the same position for he 
next edition of ‘Interchange’ and we can compare the current day ? 
 
 

Gosty Hill Tunnel, south-east end, 1987 

SO9685 : Gosty Hill Tunnel, south-east end, 1987  taken by Robin Webster 

http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/2833066 

http://www.geograph.org.uk/gridref/SO9685


So you think your poor………. 

 

Around the area of Walsall urine was used to tan animal skins, 

so families used to all pee in at pot & then once a day it was 

taken and sold to the tannery. 

If you had to do this to survive you were “Pxxs Poor”. But 

worse that that were the really poor folk who couldn’t even af-

ford to buy a pot…..they “didn’t have a pot to pxxs in” and were 

ranked lowest of the low. 

 

The next time you complain when washing your hands in tepid 

water, think how things used to be in the 1500s: 

 

Most people got married in June because they took their yearly 

bath in May, and still smelled pretty good by June. However, 

since they were starting to smell bride would carry a bouquet 

of flowers to hide the body odour, hence the custom today of 

carrying a bouquet when getting married. 

Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of 

the house had the privilege of the nice clean water, then all the 

other sons and men, them the women and finally the children. 

Last of all the babies. By then the water was so dirty you could 

actually lose someone in it. 

Hence the saying, “Don’t throw the baby out with the bath wa-

ter !” 

 

Houses had thatched roofs-thick straw-piled high, with no 

wood underneath. It was the only place for animals to get 

warm, so all the cats and other small (mice, bugs) lived in the 

roof. When it rained it became slippery and sometimes the ani-

mals would slip and fall of the roof, hence the saying 



“It’s raining cats and dogs.” 

 

There was nothing to stop things falling into the house. This 

posed a real problem in the bedroom where bugs and other 

droppings could mess up your nice clean bed, hence a bed with 

big post and a sheet hung over the top afford some protection. 

That’s how canopy beds came into existence. 

 

The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than 

dirt. Hence the saying “Dirt Poor.” 

The wealthy had slate floor that would get slippery in the win-

ter when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on the floor to 

help keep their footing, as winter wore on, they added more 

thresh until, when you opened the door , it would all start slip-

ping outside. A piece of wood was placed in the entrance-way. 

Hence the “Thresh-Hold.” 

 

Talk about history and education being boring ! 

 

In those days , they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle 

that always hung over a fire….. 

Every day they light the fire and added things to the pot. 

They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. They 

would eat the stew for dinner, leaving the left overs in the pot 

to go cold overnight and then start again the next day. Some-

times stew had food in it that had been there for quit a while. 

Hence the rhyme: Peas porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas 

porridge in the pot nine days old ! 

 

Sometimes they obtained pork, which made them fell quite spe-

cial. When visitors came over ,they would hang the bacon to 

show 



To show off. It was a sign of wealth that a man could, “bring 

home the bacon.” They would cut off a little to share with 

guests and would all sit around “chewing the fat.” 

 

Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with high 

acid content caused some of the lead to leech onto the food, 

causing lead poising death. This happened most often with to-

matoes,  so for the next 400 years or so, tomatoes were con-

sidered poisonous. 

 

Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt 

bottom of the loaf, the family got  the middle, and the guest 

got the top, or ‘upper crust.’ 

 

Lead cups were used to drink ale or  whiskey. The combination 

would sometimes knock the imbibers out for a couple of days. 

Someone walking along the road  would take them as dead and 

prepare them for burial. 

They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of days 

and the family would gather around and eat and drink, whilst 

waiting to see if they would wake up. Hence the custom of hold-

ing a wake. 

 

England is old and small , the local folks started running out of 

places to bury people. So they would dis up coffins and would 

take the bones to a bone-house, and re-use the grave. When 

reopening the coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were found to have 

scratch marks on the inside of the lids, they realized that they 

had been burying people alive. So they would tie a string on a 

wrist of the corpse, lead it though the coffin and up through 

the ground, where it was attached to a bell. Somebody would 



have to sit out in the graveyard all night (the grave yard shift) 

to listen for the bell; thus somebody could be saved by the ball 

or was considered a deadringer. 

 

 

Now say that History's boring ! 

 

 

 
BCNS Marathon Challenge 

 
 

I would like to thank all of the people from Hawne Basin who took 
part in this year’s BCNS Challenge, and who helped to make the 
event a success. We all know that this was one of Graham’s ‘pet’ 
projects and I consider it a privilege to have been able to ensure 
that it took place this year. It’s a tough event which is not easy to 
win, but winning is not as important as taking part. Without the 
commitment of the entrant we cannot prove to the Authorities that 
we really want to retain the BCN as it is today, and to improve it for 
the future. 
 
Our entries all did very well, with Second and Third places in the 
bag. The Men’s and Ladies’ teams, in particular, were excellent; 
however we didn’t prevent the ‘Londoner’ from winning again. Any 
‘legal’ suggestions on how to stop him would be welcome, but I am 
forced to acknowledge that his effort and his organisation are ex-
ceptional. Well don John Hammond and the crew of Muskrat, 
 
I must also say ‘thank you’ to Kate, Gill and Sue, who helped to 
produce some of the paperwork for me. Every little help is appreci-
ated. 
 
When you have all recovered your breath, maybe you will consider 
having another go next year. 
 
Thanks again. 



Atlas and Malus, Spring  2012 
 
The first outing for A & M this year was to be the BCNS Summer 
Rally at the Titford Pumphouse. During the winter we had a survey 
on Atlas to measure the thickness of the bottom. This had involved 
removing the scale from inside the hold. Unfortunately in chipping 
away we discovered a water feature (small fountain) and a wetland 
park area (damp weepy patch). 

These needed a couple of patches to be welded on, other areas 
had been identified for urgent remedial action by the survey but the 
slip at Hawne was booked solid for months. How were we to get 
Malus to Titford.  

Graham Hatton offered to help getting to Windmill End with a tow 
from Hawne. David Lowe offered to tow Malus the rest of the way.  

Thank you to both for the help. 

Coincidentally, Pam's boat was going on to the slip for blacking. 
Kate Pashley came up with a plan, get some volunteers to help 
with Pam's boat to speed up the process, the weather was good so 
we were able to get Atlas up the slip. Tony Friar managed to find 
just about enough metal to weld a couple of patches, no mean feat, 
and do some other remedial works. Kate and Alan again came for-
ward and along with Tony got a couple of coats of bitumen on 
(Atlas), so, when Ivor and I arrived with the same idea the job was 
all but complete. 

Next event is the BCN Society's 24 hour challenge. This year we 
were trying with a smaller crew but the same basic route but, Atlas 
is at Hawne, Malus at Titford. So, come the morning we  bow-
hauling Malus up and down the Titford Canal and down the Crowe 
Locks. Meanwhile, Atlas is romping along, unencumbered by a 
butty, she can really fly and is soon up Spon Lane Locks and there 
to rejoin Malus. Saturday  turned out a good cruising day, dry and 
mild. Sunday contrasted with this so by the time we reached Wal-
sall Basin the steerers were freezing cold, more chilled than the 
celebratory champagne we shared! 

From Walsall we were heading to the 10
th

 Historic Narrowboat 
Gathering at Braunston. This would be a good opportunity for 



members of BCNS and CCT to enjoy working a pair of boats on a 
journey so we made use of the Jubilee bank holiday and weekends 
to give the chance to as many as we could. Monday saw us head-
ing along the Walsall Canal making good progress thanks to BW's 
spot dredging. Down the Tame Valley to overnight at the top of 
Perry Bar locks. Tuesday, we pressed on down the locks and 
through to Minworth – and a queue of boats, practically unheard of. 
Anyway we continued onwards to moor near Curdworth. 

Saturday we headed off down the Curdworth flight. Atlas descends 
the new top lock, relocated to make way for the M6 Toll. We lift all 
the fenders, still the bottom gate won't open. Engine in reverse, 
rudder tucked under the stern and push the bow over and we can 
just swing the gate. The rest of the locks are tight but not quite this 
short. How did those “Idle Women” manage in the war when this 
descent was part of their regular route with Atlas. So through Faze-
ley Junction and up the Glascote locks. 

Sunday we continue through the Russell Newbery gathering at 
Alvecote, navigating the channel through both working boats and 
modern leisure boats. After an early lunch we ascend the Ather-
stone Locks to enjoy a well earned drink at a local hostelry. 

To get ahead of ourselves we then did a half day move on the Fri-
day to Hawkesbury Junction a.k.a. Sutton Stop.  

 

Extensive quality testing of the beer in the Greyhound took place 
as the rain came down like stair-rods outside. 

 

Saturday we set off hoping that the forecast winds would come to 
nothing! We made good progress until Ansty. Here there are long 
term moorings on the outside of a tight bend with a weeping willow 
tree on the inside restricting both the view and the channel to a 
boat width. So, we have to meet a boat here. A bit of stopping and 
polling and we are away again.  

Making excellent time, we continue through Rugby, up Hillmorton 
Locks. These are duplicated, both sides are available and no one 
is descending. The volunteer lock-keeper opens both sides so At-



las goes one side, Malus the other and so up the three. Very useful 
as it allowed the motor to pull the butty through both intermediate 
pounds.  

Time, still on our side we thought we would continue a short way -  
mistake as where we thought we could stop, boats were already 
moored. We continued on, the wind suddenly started to build and 
we were near Braunston now so we moored up at Willoughby 
Wharf. 

 A good walk to the pub but we managed it, some things you just 
have to do. 

We are travelling much faster now the crews have built up some 
experience. Thanks to those of you who came out to help with the 
journey. I hope you enjoyed the experience and will come out 
again. Please come next time. 

 

Adrian Smith. 

 

 

Editor: 

If your didn’t make this time out, and would like to enjoy the experi-
ence of handling heritage narrow pair contact Adrian Smith  
Adrian.smith12@virginmedia.com  or via www.hawnebasin.org.uk 
click on “Atlas and Malus” site on the RH of home page.  

Can I just remind you though, to crew Atlas and Malus you must be 
a member of either (or both) the Birmingham Canal Navigations 
Society or the Coombeswood Canal Trust. Please bring your mem-
bership card along. 

 

Ps—I’m told through the grape vine Atlas and Malus achieved a 
very creditable 2nd place on 24hr BCNS Challenge, well done to 
the crew in what turned out to be very challenging weather condi-
tions. 





At the very beginning. 
  
Most of you will know that waterways lost a stalwart during May, 
namely Alan Smith MBE. There have been numerous obituaries in 
the various press, but not one that I have read mentioning Alan's 
part in Hawne Basin. 
  
Alan was a mover and shaker in the restoration of the Stourbridge 
16 locks, along with the well known more often mentioned people. 
When the Stourbridge16 was re-opened in 1967 it was an easier 
journey to come up from Stourport and the Staffs.& Worcs. Canal 
to the Birmingham level, the only problem being moorings!!!   There 
was Roy Chaters, Bumblehole and after that it was Gas Street.  
  
In 1969 the I.W.A. National Rally was to be held in Birmingham and 
the idea was promoted that we held Mini-Rallies.  
Around the system for a week before the big event to provide safe 
moorings for visiting boats, people would sleep on board their own 
boats to take care of the visiting boats. Alan suggested the Staffs 
and Worcs Canal Society held their Mini at Windmill End using the 
Withymoor Arm as a base. Since so many people were staying on 
board it was suggested that it would be a good idea to take local 
Councillors on trips each evening of the week to view their local ca-
nals. Keep in mind that in those days almost all of us had small fi-
bre glass cruisers and could accommodate only an extra 2 or 3 
people each. 
  
The main destination for the Halesowen councillors was to be 
Hawne Basin showing them the state of the canal, the amount of 
rubbish coming from the local tip (which is now B & Q) and depos-
ited in said canal. Halesowen in those days was an independent 
town with Mayor and Corporation. 
  
In the 50's 60's and 70's Rally Queen Contests were held to grab 
the attention of the local populous and their pretty daughters and to 
provide local dignitaries with a function to perform, namely crown-
ing the queen ceremony. Alan’s boat 'Laurel' (70ft converted nar-
rowboat,today still moored at Netherton ) was the stage, the girls 
paraded on the roof and we had our Rally Queen Contest on the 
Saturday. The next day, Sunday, 'Laurel' hosted a Fashion Parade 



on the roof, purporting to be 'boating gear' however it turned out to 
be bikinis and swimsuits. It was usual to parade the Queen and her 
two attendants around the Rally Site on board the top of one of the 
cruisers, on this occasion we had the privilege on our little 20ft 
cruiser 'Suala'. 
  
Alan decided that as a Friday night treat he would take a party of 
Halesowen councillors on his boat, which was one of the very few 
narrowboats present, on a Dinner Cruise to view the Dudley No 2. 
It was at that time impossible to get into Hawne Basin, the bridge 
was half missing and the bridgehole full of rubbish (that is a story 
for another day) . The ladies prepared the meal; we cannot remem-
ber the menu but that the first course was grapefruit. Off the vessel 
set, not gone terribly far, when 
 ’BANG’’ the boat hit rubbish and grapefruit ended in laps. The visi-
tors all took it in good part, for us it emphasized the state of the ca-
nal. After the return one lady councilor told us it was the most en-
joyable official dinner she had ever attended. 
  
It was many years later that one of the councillors told us he had 
envisaged Hawne Basin becoming a Mediterranean Style Marina 
all blue and white, a jewel in the Borough Crown. How wrong can 
you be? 
  
The Mini Rally ended, the boats proceeded to Birmingham, where 
we all enjoyed the National, to that date it was the most profitable 
National ever held. 
  
It was to be another six years before a group got together to form 
Coombeswood Canal Trust, they were mostly enthusiastic mem-
bers of Wolverhampton Boat Club, under the leadership of Geoff 
Setchfield.  
Over the 24 years that Alan was a member of IWAAC he never for-
got to give the Dudley No 2 a pushing word when the opportunity 
arose. 
  
A lot of water gone under the bridge and here we are today. 
  
Roy and Jean Dobbs - Golden Jubilee. 
  



Stourbridge Battle 50th Anniversary Sat Oct 20th 2012. 
 
The IWA at the Bonded warehouse, as part of the Navigation 
Trusts weekend are hoping to mount a display upstairs in the ware-
house. This will include photos/press cuttings/artefacts of the resto-
ration activities on the 16 locks, Stourbridge Branch & surrounding 
area. Do you have anything suitable that you could loan to be cop-
ied for the event please?  
 
Also do you have personnel recollections that we could write up to 
include in the display. If you have anything suitable they can be left 
in the office marked for my attention. 
 
On the Saturday evening we will be entertained by the world fa-
mous (well canal famous!!) Boaty Folk & all CCT members will be 
very welcome 
Thanks 

 

Members can obtain 15% discount on boat insurance pre-

miums with leading marine insurance provider, Tower-

gate Mardon.  Call 0800 515 629 for a quote and instant 

cover, using the reference 'Coombeswood' 



Thought for the Day 
 

My mountain bike (called ‘Silver’), and me 

I love it when we’re free  

My mountain bike and me. 
I head for our canal 

On my own or with a pal. 

What’s the beauty? What’s the thrill? 
Well, canals don’t go up hill. 
So you’re riding on the flat 

And there’s nothing hard in that. 

And yes it takes a while 
To ride for thirty mile. 
And yes I have a rest 

When going east or west. 

The canal’s the place for me 
That’s where I like to be.  

There’s barges painted bright 
Men fish from dawn till night. 

Who cares about the time 
When cycling in sunshine? 

No licence, tax or test 
Just jeans and boots and vest. 

I’ve really got the bug 
It’s almost like a drug 

I’ve also got the chance 
To dream it’s Tour de France. 

Not cycling ‘cause I’m sad 
Or trying to fight the flab.  

If you want to know the truth 
It reminds me of my youth. 



Us kids went out all day 
Not worried or scared to play. 

Outdoors was the place for fun 
Respect for everyone. 

With sounds of birds in song 
I ride and travel on. 

There’s ducks and geese and fish 
To me all this is bliss. 

My silver bike and me 
Have always lots to see. 

But what’s the greatest sight? 
There’s not one traffic light. 

There are no parking fines 
Or double yellow lines. 

There is no traffic queue 
Collisions very few. 

No digging up the ground 
As road works can’t be found. 

No need for traffic cone 
Or hands-free telephone. 

In all it’s really nice 
A motorist's paradise. 

But here’s the cruellest laugh 
Cars can’t go on the path. 

That thought has made my day 

So this is all I’ll say 

High-ho Silver…away………………... 

 

 

 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Membership Benefits & Discounts 

A paid up member is entitled to: 

  

* Vote at Annual General and Extra-ordinary Meetings 

  

* Receive the Trust's journal 'Interchange' 

 

* The use of the facilities at Hawne Basin 

 

* 5% discount at Towsure (Halesowen) on production of a current membership 

card (in store only) 

* 5% discount at Midland Chandlers on production of a current membership card 

(in store only) 

* 15% discount at Cotswold Outdoor on stating the discount code AF-CCT-H4 

* 15% discount on boat insurance premiums with leading marine insurance pro-

vider, Towergate Mardon.  Call 0800 515 629 for a quote and instant cover, using 

the reference 'Coombeswood' 

 * Online shopping discounts when you register at Easy Fundraising and raise 

funds for us too (see below) 

  

Have you heard about easyfundraising yet? It’s the easiest way to help raise 

money for Coombeswood Canal Trust! If you already shop online with retailers 

such as Amazon, M&S, Argos, John Lewis, Comet, Vodafone, eBay, Boden and 

Play.com, then we need you to sign up for free to raise money while you shop! 

  

So how does it work?  

 

You shop directly with the retailer as you would normally, but if you sign up to 

Easy Fundraising for free and use the links on the easyfundraising site to take 

you to the retailer, then a percentage of whatever you spend comes directly to us 

at no extra cost to yourself.   

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/coombeswoodct/  

http://www.midlandchandlers.co.uk/


Coombeswood Canal Trust’s own search engine! 

Raise Money As You Search! 

 

Did you know you can raise money for Coombeswood Canal Trust while 

you search the internet?  Our search engine below combines the re-

sults of several search engines such as Yahoo!, Bing and Ask to ensure 

you can always find what you’re looking for. But the fantastic thing is 

that EVERY TIME you search, half a penny is raised for Coombes-

wood Canal Trust. Search just 10 times a day and you can raise 

around £20 a year for us! 

http://coombeswoodct.easysearch.org.uk/ 
Add us to your favourites or make it your homepage 

Be our ‘friend’ on Facebook 
Coombeswood is embracing the world wide web to promote the 

Trust, the facilities available to visitors and the promotion of 

the Dudley No.2.  Visit our page and become our ‘friend’.  We will 

be using this alongside our website to communicate and distrib-

ute photos and information. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Coombeswood-Canal-

Trust/165896893465890 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Coombeswood-Canal-Trust/165896893465890


New items for sale in our shop at competitive prices: 

Ash boat poles 

Puriclean water treatment 

Please note that the shop no longer accepts cheques.       

Cash and card payments accepted only.  Credit cards incur a 

2% charge to cover transaction costs, there is no charge for 

paying by Debit card. 

Coombeswood Canal Company 

Don’t forget....Special Order Service 

Whatever we don’t keep in stock, we can usually ‘special order’ 

for delivery the same or next day or our regular Monday ‘van 

run’.  Some items members have recently ordered are a Sterling 

inverter, expansion tank, shower base, hot water cylinder, brass 

hinges, anodes, batteries, fan belt, horn etc.   

Just ask in the shop for a quote.......you may be pleasantly sur-

prised as most items are at discounted prices and delivered to 

the basin!   



Hi-Speed Marinade 
 

This ones dead simple 
 

 2 (two) teaspoons of English mustard. 

2 (two) teaspoons of lime juice. 

1 (one)  teaspoon of turmeric. 

Pinch black pepper. 

50 gram plain yoghurt. 

 

Mix all together, put the chicken\fish\meat in the mixture for 1 hour 

then barbecue or grill. 

 

Told you it was dead easy. 



Governing Council 
 

Richard Woodward  -  Chairman 

Tel 01384 82560 

E-mail richard.woodward@hometyre.co.uk 

 

Gill Reynolds  -  Secretary 

 

Kate Pashley -  Treasurer 

 

Jon Jones  -  Outside Events and Publicity 

Tel 0121 550 6233 

 

Ivor Chambers  -  Work Parties 

 

Jeff Carter  -  Health and Safety 

 

Jim Trezise  -  Trading Company 

 

Tony Friar  -  Moorings 

 

Roy Burgess -  Site & Projects 

 

 

Office  - Sue Trezise 

Tel 0121 550 1355 or 07761 555 353 

E-mail coombeswood@btconnect.com 

 

www.hawnebasin.org.uk 

 


